CHAPTER XIV

THE   ARGENTINE   PAMPA   AND   THE
MESOPOTAMIAN   REGION

TO the people of Argentina the name Pampa denotes an
area of about 250,000 square miles spread out like an
open fan, with a radial distance of 350 to 400 miles
from Buenos Aires. The straight edge of the semicircle so
formed runs along the southern shore of the Rio de la Plata
through the city of Buenos Aires, and continues till it meets the
Parana above the town of Santa Fe. From this point the land-
ward edge of the Pampa sweeps in a curve south-westwards
through Cordoba Province into S. Luis, and thence continues
its circular course in the second quadrant until it reaches the
coast slightly south of Bahia Blanca." The distinctive features
of this area are first, its natural grass vegetation, and second,
its almost uniform flatness. The landward limit above described
is marked by the transition from grass to scrub or forest, and
except on the eastern slopes of the ranges in Cordoba and on
the sierras in South-Western Buenos Aires the contours never
exceed 150 metres above the sea.

Climate, soil, relief, and the nature of the drainage all con-
tribute to differentiate the Pampa from the adjoining regions.

The isohyets of total annual rainfall run in curves from
north-west to south-east, and the western and south-western
limits of the Pampa follow approximately that of 450 millimetres,
or 17! Inches of rain. Towards the north-west the grasslands
are cut short by the forests that work down from tropical South
America to their southern limit there. In such a large transi-
tional climatic area as the Pampa distribution of rainfall accord-
ing to the seasons naturally varies somewhat, but the Pampa
as a whole is distinguished by the absence of the dry season
characteristic of the lands beyond its border in the interior.
The northern districts in Santa Fe and Cordoba share to some
extent in the. summer .rainfall of the Chaco, and have therefore
a summer maximum; the central and eastern parts of Buenos
Aires Province have spring and summer maxima; and the
south- western border of the Pampa gets more rain in winter
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